SAINT PETERSBURG
 3169
 SAINT SOPHIA
 
lines and two airports and one landing field.
The town possesses more than 100 hotels be-
cause it is one of Florida's most important
winter resorts. The climate is subtropical
with scarcely more than six days in a year
without sunshine. There are a Carnegie
Library, a hospital and a junior college. It
is governed according to the commission
plan. Population, 1920, 14,237; in 1930,
40,425, a gain of 184 per cent.
SAINT PETERSBURG, russia, the for-
mer name of the capital of the country,
changed to Petrograd in 1914 after Russia
entered the war against Germany and Aus-
tria-Hungary. In 1924, on the death of
Lenin, the name was again changed, and the
city became Leningrad. See petrograd.
SAINT PETER'S CHURCH, the largest
and one of the most magnificent churches in
Christendom, located at Rome. It is a cruci-
form building, in the Italian style, sur-
mounted by a lofty dome, built on the site
where Saint Peter is said to have been buried
and where many Christians suffered martyr-
dom under the pagan emperors.
In. 306 Constantine the Great erected on
this spot a basilica of great magnificence.
During the residence of the Popes at Avignon
(1309-1376), it threatened to fall into ruins,
and Nicholas V commenced work upon its re-
construction. Advance was slow until Julius
II (1503-1513) decided on the erection of an
entirely new building and laid the foundation
stone of the new cathedral in 1506. The
famous Bramante was its first architect.
After his death various architects had charge
of the work until the appointment, in 1546,
of Michelangelo, who nearly completed the
dome and a large portion of the building be-
fore his decease (1564). The nave was fin-
ished in 1612, the facade and portico in 1614,
and the church was dedicated by Urban VIII
in 1626.
The extensive colonnade, which surrounds
the piazza and forms a magnificent approach
to the church, is supported by 264 columns,
48 feet high, in four rows. The piazza is
oval in form and is adorned with an obelisk
over 80 feet high, of red granite brought from
Egypt in the reign of Caligula, and by two
magnificent fountains, the finest in Rome.
The height of the dome from the floor is 435
feet, and the exterior diameter is 195 feet.
The length of the cathedral within the
walls is 613 feet, the width 87 feet. ^The
magnificent canopy over the lofty altar is 95
 feet high. Near this canopy is the famous
bronze statue of Saint Peter represented as
seated in a chair, with right foot extended.
The floor of the cathedral covers nearly five
acres, and the cost is estimated to have ex-
ceeded $50,000,000. The interior is elabo-
rately decorated with many-colored marble
columns, a few costly paintings, numerous
fine mosaics, marble statuary and monuments,
and it forms a valuable museum of architec-
ure and sculpture.
SAINT QUENTIN, IcdhNtaN', france,
situated on the River Somme, ninety-five
miles northeast of Paris. It was formerly an
important frontier post between France and
the Low Countries. The buildings of note
before 1914 were the church, dating from the
twelfth century, the hotel de ville, the palace
of justice and the museum. The industries
included the manufacture of cotton and wool-
en goods. The city is noted for important
battles, in 1557, in which the French were de-
feated by the Spaniards under Philip II, and
January, 1871, in which the town was cap-
tured by the Germans. Its imperishable fame
came in the World War, from 1914 to 1918.
The Germans captured it in the early days of
the war and held it until the summer of 1918.
Bombardments reduced it to partial ruins,
but the great church was restored in 1921.
Population, about 50,000.
SAINT-SAENS, saN sahNs', charles
camille (1835-1920), a distinguished French
composer and pianist. He studied in Paris
at lie conservatory and won several prizes
for his compositions. Later he held several
important positions as organist in Paris
churches, but abandoned this to devote him-
self to composition and concert. Although he
composed several operas, of which Samson
and Delilah is best known and retains its
popularity, his fame rests upon his instru-
mental music and orchestration.
SAINT SOPHIA, sofe'ah, the largest
Mohammedan mosque in the world, and the
most famous structure in Istanbul (Constan*-
tinople), was built for a Christian church
by the Roman Emperor Justinian the Great,
and was completed in 538. In 1925, to con-
form to its Mohammedan character, the name
was changed to Mosque Mehmedie. The build-
ing is rectangular, and its exterior is unattrac-
tive, but the beautiful interior makes it one
of the architectural wonders of the world. The
structure is 250 feet from east to west and
235 feet from north to south. The interior

